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Hallock, the first minister of the place, deserves honorable 
mention. The labors of such men are not always estimated at 
their full worth. To their patient and humble toils, to the 
direction they succeed in giving to the youthful mind, and 
the ardor of truth and knowledge they inspire, the world is 
often more indebted than it is aware. Among the pupils of 
Mr. Hallock, we find the names of several individuals 
since extensively known to the public. The poet Bryant 
is one. 

In conclusion, we can truly say, that the pamphlet has in- 
terested us in the reading ; and, though it betrays some marks 
of carelessness, it contains many facts which are worth being 
known and preserved. Such sketches of local history show 
the working of our free institutions, and the elements of our 
growth and prosperity. In a statistical view, they are too 
valuable to be dispensed with. 



4. — An Historical Discotirse, delivered at the Celebration of 
the Second Centennial Anniversary of the First Baptist 
Church, in Providence, November 1th, 1839. By Wil- 
liam Hague, Pastor of the Church. Providence. 
1839. 12mo. pp. 192. 

The Discourse of Mr. Hague, though not remarkably rich 
in original materials, holds a worthy place among the produc- 
tions called forth by similar occasions at the present day. The 
subject, as the author could not but be aware, presents some 
points of great interest, and, as was proper, he has dwelt upon 
them at considerable length. Treating of the first Baptist 
Church in America, founded, too, by Roger Williams and his 
associates, he would very naturally be led to say something of 
those principles of the soul's freedom, which found so strenuous 
an advocate in that pure-minded man, in many respects in 
advance of his age. We are not disposed to complain of the 
length to which he has extended his inquiries and remarks on 
this subject, disproportionate as the space given to it may at 
first view seem. By many, this will be regarded as the most 
interesting portion of the performance. 

Mr. Hague is at some pains to show, that Roger Williams 
was not the discoverer of those great " moral truths," which 
animated and solaced him in all his wanderings and labors, and 
which he embodied in the polity of his new Commonwealth. 
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They were secretly cherished by multitudes in England, and 
on the continent, in the time of Elizabeth, though the open 
expression of them was checked by the heavy pressure of the 
hand of power. Contrary to the general supposition, the Bap- 
tists were numerous before the disturbances at Munster. " It 
is clear," says the writer, "that those have reason for their 
opinion, who say that the Baptists may trace the history of 
their sentiments through the old Waldensian churches." These 
sentiments, he contends, embraced those principles of religious 
freedom, the assertion of which caused the expulsion of Roger 
Williams from Massachusetts. " He was only one of a sacred 
succession." Whether or not Mr. Hague's authorities, which 
are numerous, fully bear him out in all these statements, is a 
point we cannot now discuss. 

The subsequent portion of the Discourse is occupied chiefly 
with a notice of the several pastors of the church. Some gen- 
eral reflections follow, and biographical notes are added in an 
appendix. The whole is written in a clear and unpretending 
style, without any attempt at eloquence, but in a spirit of good 
faith and earnestness, which cannot fail of securing for the 
author a fair hearing from those who may dissent from some of 
his positions and reasonings. 



5. — Jin Historical Account of Massachusetts Currency. By 
Joseph B. Felt. Boston : Perkins & Marvin. 1839. 
8vo. pp. 248. 

Mr. Felt's book is an accumulation of facts, relative to cur- 
rency and prices in Massachusetts, from the settlement of the 
colony to the present time, arranged chronologically, without 
any continuity of narrative, without any division into chapters 
and sections, without any table of contents, or index of subjects. 
It is, accordingly, an exceedingly repulsive work, either to 
read or to consult, for it requires a very stern and persevering 
resolution to labor on, page after page, through two hundred 
and forty or fifty pages on the subjects of wampumpeag, 
beaver-skins, paper money, public bills of credit, the exhaust- 
ed state of the treasury, taxes, and other kindred topics. 
These subjects are detailed with patient fidelity in a fragmen- 
tary congeries. And as to consulting the work, the only clew 
to any matter is the date. If you have that, the margin readily 



